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What’s Inside

Contact your officers

What an awesome weekend at 1st
Quarter Meeting! I am so excited about
our team for this year and what they are
doing!  And I am truly honored to be
serving with such a great group of
Optimists!

Team members were introduced to
the tune of the Comrade March by the
Oktoberfest Bavarian Orchestra! 

Business was conducted, informa-
tion was provided on Oratorical
Contest, Essay Contest, JOOI clubs,
Personal Growth and Involvement pro-
gram, International Awards and
Incentives were discussed and District
Incentives were discussed - making the
most of our Saturday!

Our luncheon gave us an opportuni-

ty to hear from the youngest Mayor in
the State, who welcomed us and Bryce
Shumate, who discussed the Shop with
a Cop program and how they provide
for at-risk youth. 

The Oktoberfest theme gave us the
opportunity to sample much German
food which was fabulous!

THANK YOU for being there and
for all you do in providing HOPE to oth-
ers and THANK YOU to the wonderful
host club - Radcliff and Denise Haynes
who coordinated the weekend happen-
ings for us! 

I can't wait until February when we
go to Owensboro!! 

Judy

From your governor

Meeting was ‘awesome’Minutes from 1st quarter District
meeting - page 2
Essay Contest - page 3
PGI, Tri-Star - pages 4
Awards - page 5
Oratorical Contest - page 6
Club News - pages 6-7
Registration Form - page 8

District Dates to
Remember

2nd Quarter - February 17-19,
2012; Owensboro, KY; Host
Club: Owensboro; Chairs - Ron
McCracken and Larry Mayfield;

Governor Judy Zeigler
jzeigler@fewpb.net
502-695-5659 (home)
502-229-1797 (cell)

Secretary-Treasurer Ronnie Dunn
ronniedunn@fewpb.net
502-875-5348 (home)
502-226-0205 (cell)

Governor-Elect Howard Bittner
howardbittner@yahoo.com
859-441-2344 (home)
859-653-3253 (cell)

Immed. Past Gov. Wayne Dunn
waynedunn@fewpb.net
502-875-5348 (home)
502-330-6148 (Cell)

Past Governor Sandy Ruman
sandra.ruman@insightbb.com
502-454-79005 (home)
502-931-0031 (cell)
270 827 8792 (home)

Past Governor Gene Blanchet
1geneblanchet@gmail.com
859-441-9336 (home)

by Howard Bittner, Gov.-Elect
It started in June when I heard that

no one had come forward to run for the
office of Governor-Elect.  Then, at the
District Junior Golf Tournament,
Governor Wayne informed me that as
yet no one had shown any interest in
running for the office.  I told Governor
Wayne that I would seriously consider
running for the office if we faced the sit-
uation with no one running for
Governor-Elect.  I told him also that if
anyone, anyone, came forward to run for
Governor-Elect that I would remove
myself.  

Even though my club sent in their
endorsement for me running for the
office I held off sending in my intent
until a week before the District meeting.
I checked days before the meeting and
during the meeting for anyone with the
intent to run but there was no one.
Therefore, I kept my name in and as the
only candidate for the office, you have a

repeat governor.
We need to prevent this situation

from happening again. In addition to
increasing membership and building
clubs, which is most vital to serving the
Youth of our communities, we need to
rebuild our District.  Where we are
autonomous as a club in our community

Why did a Past Governor run for and 
get elected to the office of Governor-Elect?

Continued on page 3

Howard Bittner, Southgate Optimist, is
sworn in as Governor-elect by
International Vice-president Sandy
Cyphers
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NOTE: These minutes are unofficial
until approved at the next Board
Meeting

Kentucky-West Virginia District
Board of Directors Meeting
Saturday, October 15, 2011

Hampton Inn-Radcliff, Kentucky

The following members of the
Board of Directors were present:

Judy Zeigler, Governor, Frankfort
Howard Bittner, Gov.-Elect, Southgate
Ronnie Dunn, Sec/Treasurer, Frankfort
Willie Lee Jr., Lt. Gov., Zone 1, 

Radcliff
Mike Rosenstein, Lt. Gov., Zone 2,

Frankfort
Wayne Dunn, Lt. Gov., Zone 3,

Frankfort
Sandy Ruman, Past Gov., Jeffersontown
Gene Blanchet, Past Gov., Southgate
Mae Knight, Club Pres., Radcliff
Mike Richardson, Club Pres.,

Heartland-Hardin County
Tom Birch, Club Pres., Charleston West
John Jurkiewicz, Club Pres.,Owensboro
Harold Brussell, Vice Pres., Bardstown
Marie Gamble, Board Member,

Russellville/Logan County
Stuart Maiden, Vice President,

Laurel/London
(11 Clubs Represented)

Governor Judy Zeigler called the
meeting to order at 9:48 AM. The invo-
cation was offered by Marvin Logsdon
of the Radcliff Club, and the pledge to
the flag was led by Mae Knight,
President of the Radcliff Club.

Governor Judy introduced members
of the Executive Committee and
Committee Chairs. She also recognized
new members and First Timers.

Vice President Sandy Cyphers
installed officers.

Sandy Ruman, District
Secretary/Treasurer for 2010-11, distrib-
uted copies of minutes of the Board of
Directors meeting held on  August 13,
2011, as well as the 4th Quarter
Financial Report. Both documents were
approved, and the Financial Report will
be submitted for audit.

District Secretary/Treasurer Ronnie

Dunn reminded everyone that District
policies are posted on the District web-
site and need to be reviewed. Anyone
with suggested changes should send
them to Governor Judy, who will for-
ward them to members of the Policy
Review Committee. She also advised
that copies of future minutes and
Finance Reports would be included in
the District Bulletin and posted on the
District website. Only a few copies will
be available at District Conferences for
those who have no access to a comput-
er/printer. Expense vouchers will be
used this year to reimburse District offi-
cers for expenses. The form will be
available on the District website. Ronnie
asked that the vouchers be submitted
each quarter.

Finance Committee Chair Mike
Richardson presented the proposed
budget for 2011-12, noting it cannot be
finalized until the final carryover
amount from 2010-11 is established.
The Finance Committee needs to recon-
vene when the final figure is known to
allocate funds to line items. The Board
of Directors passed the recommended
budget with the understanding that it
will be amended.

The Executive Committee made the
recommendation that authorization be
given to the Finance Committee to dis-
cuss and vote on the budget via email.
The Finance Committee would then for-
ward its revised budget via email to the
Executive Committee for review and a
vote, followed by forwarding their rec-
ommendation to the Board via email for
a final vote. The vote for this recommen-
dation PASSED.

The Executive Committee also
approved the new Zone realignment
suggested by Governor-Elect Howard
Bittner. The Board of Directors voted to
APPROVE.

Zone 1 - BG-Greenwood, BG-
Warren East, Owensboro, Princeton,
Russellville/Logan Co.

Zone 2 - L'ville-Blue Lick, L'ville-
Dixie, L'ville-Hikes Point, Fern Creek,
Jeffersontown, Louisville, Middletown

Zone 3 - Heartland-Hardin Co,
Bardstown, Radcliff, Rineyville, Vine
Grove

Zone 4 - Covington, Newport,
Southgate, Laurel-London

Zone 5 - Danville, Frankfort,
Shelby Co., Anderson Co.

Zone 6 - Ashland, Catlettsburg-
Boyd, Morehead, Cannonsburg

Zone 7 - Charleston, Huntington,
Charleston-West, Jackson Co.,
Sissonville

Governor Judy shared thoughts
about her passion for making a differ-
ence in the lives of kids and emphasized
her theme of HOPE and the need to
grow the District.

Committee Reports
Membership Chair Mike

Richardson reported on the goal for all
clubs in the District to be net +1 and the
goal that the District grow by 5%

New Club Building Chair Scott
Dotson reported on possible sites for
new clubs: Henderson, Frankfort,
Salyersville, Ekron, Webster County,
Madisonville, Cynthiana, Scott County,
Springfield, West Virginia

Optimist International Foundation
Rep Sandy Ruman gave out awards for
the 2010-11 year and reviewed the vari-
ous levels of giving. She used empty
paint cans to collect change to "Paint a
better future for kids." Clubs are encour-
aged to join her in this effort. The goal
for donations to the Foundation this year
is to increase last year's giving by 5%.

Essay Contest Chair Sue Henson
reviewed the rules for the contest. This
year's topic is "How My Positive
Outlook Benefits My Community."
Essays are due on February 28, 2012.
She suggested referring to the event as a
scholarship contest instead of an essay
contest.

Oratorical Contest Chair Jerry
Henson gave the topic "How My
Optimism Helps Me Overcome
Obstacles." He also suggests referring to
the event as a scholarship contest.

PGI Chair Jim Persinger was absent.
Governor Judy encouraged everyone to
get involved and made PGI Passports
available.

Tri-Star Chair Stuart Maiden distrib-
uted information about the Tri-Star

Minutes from the 1st Quarter Board of Director’s Meeting

Continued on next page
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Your Lt. Governors

. 
Zone 1 - Phil Cashin, 270-781-
5398 (home), 270-784-3735 (cell),
weoc1@aol.com
Zone 2 - Will Lee, 270-351-2559
(home), 270-300-2212 (cell),
ac4ng@insightbb.com
Zone 3 - Mike Rosenstein, 502-
227-7532 (home), 502-320-3324

(cell), mike.rosenstein@ffdc.com
Zone 4 - Wayne Dunn, 502-875-
5348 (home), 502-330-6148 (cell),
waynedunn@fewpb.net
Zone 5 - Beth Kerns, 304-549-
5813 (home), beth.kerns@
yahoo.com

Your Club Essay Contest should be
in full swing.  Don't forget the deadline
for this year’s contest is February 28,
2012.  The topic is "How My Positive
Outlook Benefits My Community"
There is one $2500.00 college scholar-
ship for the first place winner.
Remember to advertise this contest as a
scholarship opportunity.  Most colleges
require an essay to be written as part of
the entrance application.  This will give
students an opportunity to develop their
creativity and problem solving skills.
To locate this year's guides go to the
"Club" and "District" tabs at www.opti-
mistleaders.org.   If you have questions,
please contact me.

Sue Henson
District Essay Chairperson
suehenson@insightbb.com

Essay contest
dates approaching

Basketball contest, which will be held
on February 25, 2012, at the Laurel-
London gym in London. The informa-
tion will be posted on the District web-
site. Stuart also stated no date has been
selected for the Junior Golf Tournament
yet, but it is usually in June after Father's
Day.

Childhood Cancer Campaign Chair
Rita Wallen was absent, but Governor
Judy shared the goal that 50% of clubs
in the District promote the program
through fundraising or education.

Ron McCracken distributed flyers
regarding the 2nd Quarter Conference in
Owensboro February 17-19, 2012.

Immediate Past Governor Wayne
Dunn announced the following awards
for last year: 

for sponsoring 5 new members, an
OI sports chair to Roland Williams,
Maria Batistoni, Kerianne Kluge, and
Mike Littell

• for sponsoring the most members
for the year (8), $300 to Jim Persinger

• for having net growth of at least
10 members, $300 to the Louisville

Club
• for adding the most new members

during the first 6 months of the year,
$100 to the Warren East Club.

There are 11 clubs slated for Honor
Club: Warren East, Louisville,
Jeffersontown, Bardstown, Radcliff,
Frankfort, Shelby County, Anderson
County, Jackson County, Nicholas
County and Sissonville.

Frankfort is also slated for
Distinguished Club.

A Builder of Excellence jacket was
presented to Clarence Gamble for build-
ing the Russellville/ Logan County
Optimist Club in September.

Governor Judy recognized Past
Governor Wayne Dunn for his leader-
ship during his 2 years as District
Governor. She also recognized Ron
McCracken for outstanding service.
Those who have sponsored new mem-
bers were recognized: Marvin Logsdon
and Roland Williams. Denise Haynes
and the Radcliff Club were shown
appreciation for their hard work on the
District Conference.

Vice President Sandy Cyphers
shared brief comments that focused on
growth.

Governor Judy showed a slide show
of kids accompanied by music.

Governor-Elect Howard Bittner led
in the recitation of the Optimist Creed.

Meeting was adjourned at 11:35
AM.

Respectfully submitted,
Ronnie Dunn
District Secretary/Treasurer

The Optimist Creed
Promise yourself...
To be so strong that nothing can disturb
your peace of mind.
To talk health, happiness and prosperity to
every person you meet.
To make all your friends feel that there is
something in them.
To look at the sunny side of everything
and make your Optimism come true.
To think only of the best, to work only for
the best and to expect only the best.
To be just as enthusiastic about the success
of others as you are about your own.
To forget the mistakes of the past, and
press on to the greater achievements of the
future.
To wear a cheerful countenance at all
times and give every living creature you
meet a smile.
To give so much time to the improvement
of yourself that you have no time to criti-
cize others.
To be too large for worry, too noble for
anger, too strong for fear, and too happy to
permit the presence of trouble.

Minutes
Continued from previous page

Gov.-Elect
Continued from page 1

we are also a family of clubs coming
together as a District.  Participation in
the District is down and finding mem-
bers to come forward to serve in a
District office is becoming more diffi-
cult if not impossible, as happened in
filling Governor-Elect.  My goal, as
Governor-Elect, is to help Gov. Judy
and our District to have a successful
year; to increase membership, to build
clubs, to bring more service to the Youth
of our communities and to improve par-
ticipation and involvement in our
District.  Get involved.  Step Forward.
Your District needs YOU! 

Optimistically Yours,
Howard
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How many of us have heard about
PGI and always wondered what it was?
Well, it is the Personal Growth And
Involvement Program.

The program has 10 steps that are
listed in your own Passport.

This Passport can get you to many
places in Optimism and in your own
personal life.  It will help you with atten-
dance, participation in club activities,
knowledge of organization, recruitment,
self-development, communication skills
and growth.

This little PASSPORT book is pow-
erful, and for each level you achieve you
receive awards.  Optimist International
will recognize you with a disc to put
behind your OI pin and a certificate that
will be presented at a District meeting.
When you finish all 10 levels you will
be recognized and received a pin at
International Convention.

You will be on stage at Convention
-- Wow what a Honor -- you did it all as
Optimist and you, your club and
Optimist International grew because of
your PASSPORT.   

“Jim, where can I get a Passport,”
you might ask.

From your LT. Governor, or you
may contact me at my e-mail
(jms.persinger@gmail.com) and it’s on
its way and you will be on your way.  

Jim Persinger
PGI Chair

Mystery removed
from PGI Program

Kentucky/West Virginia District 

Tri-Star Basketball
Contest - Finals

Where:         The Optimist Sport Complex 
383 Sinking Creek Road
London, KY 40743

Date:            Saturday February 25, 2012 

Time:            Sign-in begins at 1:00 PM  **
Contest begins at 2:00 PM

Who:             Boys and Girls, Ages 8 to13
Birthday cut off by March 15

** At sign-in, must have score sheet with player’s name, copy of Birth
Certificate, and $20.00 per entry OR mail it in by February 15, 2010. The
maximum cost is $110.00 per club (entries of 6 or more).

Address:   Stuart Maiden
155 Cornett Road 
Annville, KY 40402
606-309-2096                  http://www.laurellondonoptimist.org

The 2nd Quarter Meeting will be at
the Courtyard by Marriott in
Owensboro, Kentucky, February 17-19,
2012

There isn't a better time to attend
district meeting than in the Winter when
things are slow - but it won't be slow in
Owensboro February 17 - 19! See what
is in store at 2nd Quarter meeting! 

Registration and tentative agenda
can be found at the end of this news
bulletin. 

Register now and plan to be there
for the weekend! There is no snow in
the forecast!

• Friday night dinner at the
Moonlite Barbecue Inn!

• Saturday Luncheon Speaker -

Major League Baseball Umpire - Larry
Vanover!

• Saturday Luncheon
Entertainment - "We Three Trio"!

• Training with
motivational/upbeat Certified
International Trainer, Sandy Larivee -
from Canada!

• Evening Entertainment - Randy
Lanham and Friends!

• Morning Speaker Tommy
Loving, Executive Director, Kentucky
Drug Task Force & Christopher
Watkins, Owensboro Police
Department Canine Unit on the "Meth
Epidemic" 

• Early Sunday morning
Entertainment  - "Joe Bob Pierce Trio"

2nd qtr. meeting set for Owensboro
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And the winners are…
There were 3 scrapbooks entered in

the contest and all were very well done
however there can only be one winner.
Scrapbooks were entered by Owensboro
Noon, Radcliff and Jackson County.
And the winner was Owensboro Noon
Optimist Club.

There was only one CPA entry so it
won the award.  The winning entry was
from the Optimist Club of West
Charleston.  The CPA was on the Alfred
Davis Roberts, III Memorial Awards
Program in the Community Service
Category:  Partner in Education.

Congratulations to the winners and
each club who provided entries.

Very special thanks to our judges,
Jessie Lee, Denise Haynes and Marvin
Logston.

CPA books,
scrapbooks
judged

The following 2010 ~ 2011 KYWV
INCENTIVE AWARDS were
announced at the First Quarter
Conference in Radcliff.

OI SPORTS CHAIR:  EVERY
MEMBER WHO SPONSORS AT
LEAST 5 NEW MEMBERS.  These
chairs were earned in the last quarter:

ROLLAND WILLIAMS, BARD-
STOWN with 6

MARIA BATISTONI, RADCLIFF
with 5

KERIANNE KLUGE, JEFFER-
SONTOWN with 6

MIKE LITTLE, LOUISVILLE
with 6

$300:  MEMBER WHO SPON-
SORED MOST NEW MEMBERS, AT
LEAST 5.

WINNER:  JIM PERSINGER

$300:  CLUB WITH THE HIGH-
EST NET GROWTH, AT LEAST 10

WINNER:  LOUISVILLE

$100 STEVE AND RUTH MCCOY
MEMBERSHIP AWARD:  CLUB
THAT ADDS MOST NEW MEMBERS
IN FIRST 6 MONTHS

WINNER:  WARREN-EAST

The following clubs were recog-
nized as HONOR CLUBS by adding at
least 20% NEW MEMBERS and paying
all dues.

ZONE 1: WARREN-EAST
ZONE 2:  

LOUISVILLE
BARDSTOWN
RADCLIFF
JEFFERSONTOWN

ZONE 3:  
FRANKFORT (ALSO DIS-

TUNGISTED by sponsoring the NEW
Russellville-Logan County Optimist
Club)

SHELBY COUNTY
ANDERSON COUNTY

ZONE 5:  
JACKSON COUNTY
NICHOLAS COUNTY
SISSONVILLE

BUILDER OF EXCELLENCE
Award was earned by CLARENCE
GAMBLE for building the new
Russellville-Logan County Optimist
Club and he received a BOE JACKET.

District incentive award winners announced

Kentucky and West Virginia have 35
clubs to meet the needs of youth in com-
munities of those states. Unfortunately,
there are many communities in
Kentucky and West Virginia that do not
have optimist clubs to bring hope and
positive vision to youth. If you know of
a community or individuals in a commu-
nity who would benefit by having such a
program for youth, please contact me to
get a club started. Our new club building
chair is Scott Dotson, Owensboro Noon
Club, and if he cannot meet with you,
either I can or I can find someone who
will be able to! The time is now;)

Possible sites being worked on are -
Henderson, Frankfort (mentoring),
Salyersville, Ekron, Webster County,
Madisonville, Cynthiana, Scott County,
Springfield, and areas of West Virginia.
If you know individuals in these areas
who might be interested, please contact
me or Scott!

Judy Zeigler, jzeigler@fewpb.net;
502-229-1797

Build a club,
serve youth

Accumulate points and win cash and
award certificate each quarter! Cash
($25 to $50) based on budget allowance.
Executive committee is not eligible as
they have other award options. Total
points at each quarterly meeting
wins….list of items completed and total
points must be submitted to Governor by
9 am Saturday morning of district meet-
ing.  There may be options for bonus
points at District Board of Directors
meeting:

Each new member sponsored - (10
points)

Builder of Excellence of a new club
- (20 points)

Bring someone to district meeting
who has never been before (5 points)

Complete a level of PGI (10 points)

Serve as a club leader in 2011-12
(can only count one quarter) - (10
points)

Serve as a district leader in 2011-12
(can only count one quarter) - (15
points)

Attend district meeting (10 points)
Sponsor a member who enrolls in

PGI (10 points)
Mentor a child (10 points)
Attend district convention (10

points)
Attend International convention (20

points)
Each training you attend

(district/International) - (15 points)
Visit another club or participate in

another club's activity (10 points)

Quarterly recognition

Incentives and awards announced
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Welcome to the following
new members in the district!

Chris Pickett, Bardstown, spon-
sored by Roland Williams

Ryan Clark, Bardstown, spon-
sored by Roland Williams

Rudolph Garcia, Radcliff, spon-
sored by Marvin Logsdon

Neal Gibbs, Radcliff, sponsored
by Denise Haynes

Jorena House, Vine Grove, spon-
sored by Amy Pickerell

Phyllis Stinson, Vine Grove,
sponsored by Lydia Payne

William Stinson, Vine Grove,
sponsored by Lydia Payne

Prentice Harvey, Frankfort,
sponsored by Judy Zeigler

Dan Sullivan, Newport, spon-
sored by Tete Turner

Sarah Fox, Charleston, WV,
sponsored by Pauline Shaver

Rebecca Pack, Huntington, WV,
sponsored by William Deel 

Autumn Rose, Radcliff, spon-
sored by Maria Batistoni

Rudolph Garcia, Radcliff, spon-
sored by Andrea Garcia.

This years Oratorical topic is “How
My Optimism Helps Me Overcome
Obstacles.”  The Oration will be  4 to 5
minutes in length.   Winners at the Club

First, the good news: All clubs in the
District have paid 2010-11 District dues.

Also, the following clubs have paid
the first half dues for the 2011-12 year
(as of October 28, 2011):

Owensboro
Princeton
Blue Lick
Fern Creek
Hikes Point
Louisville
Bardstown
Radcliff
Vine Grove
Frankfort
Newport
Southgate
Morehead
Catlettsburg-Boyd
Cannonsburg
Charleston
Charleston West
Jackson County

Remember, club District dues are
due for payment upon receipt of the
statements, which were mailed on
October 3, 2011. Please pay your club
dues as soon as possible. There are 16
clubs that need to get their payments to
me. (Russellville-Logan County will be
sent a billing in January 2012 for
$3/member because they are a new
club.) Lt. Governors are asked to moni-
tor this and remind their clubs.

Ronnie Dunn
District Secretary/Treasurer

Clubs urged to
stay on top of
dues obligation

level will compete at
the Kentucky/West
Virginia District
conference in
Louisville on May
19th, 2012.
O p t i m i s t
I n t e r n a t i o n a l
Foundation funds two $2,500.00 college
scholarships, one male and one female,
for 1st place winners in the district.
District winners will be entered into the
International level contest.  One winner
will be selected and receive a plaque and
recognition in The Optimist Magazine.
Questions:  e-mail Jerry Henson at hen-
sonjl@insightbb.com

A letter has been sent to Club
Presidents for use at your local schools.
Presidents, please ensure this letter gets
to your Oratorical Contest chair.  

Jerry Henson
Oratorical Contest Chair

Oratorical contest to award 
$2,500 to District winners

Club News
Jackson County installs new officers

Beginning Oct.1, 2011
Jackson County Optimist
Club will have their new offi-
cers leading Optimism
through out the County and
the school system. 

New President Charles
Dickens said he would like to
be able to provide that vision
to more kids through an
increase in members this
coming year.  

New officers for year are,
standing L to R, Past
President and currrent Vice-President
James Persinger; Secretary Ann
Dickens; President Charles Dickens; Lt.

Governor of WV CLubs Beth Kerns,
and front row Beverly Anderson,
Treasurer.
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The Optimist Club of Louisville has
joined LG&E, Kroger, Community
Foundation of Louisville and Kindred
Healthcare in pledging significant funds
to support Boys & Girls Clubs of
Kentuckiana's (BGCK) Club expansion
efforts.  Today, the Optimist Club
awarded the organization $15,000.  The
East End Optimist Club was a founding
partner of BGCK and today the Optimist
Club of Louisville continues its close
involvement and financial support of the
organization.  

The Salvation Army was forced to
close its four Boys & Girls Clubs on
October 21 due to a lack of funding.
This prompted community-wide con-
cern that more than 1,700 boys and girls
throughout the area would no longer
have access to a Club.  In response,
BGCK board and staff have focused on
a timely resolution of this matter to pro-
mote a seamless transition for the chil-
dren, parents and staff of the closed
Salvation Army Clubs.  On Monday,
October 31, BGCK began transporting
members of the former Salvation Army
Parkland and Portland Boys & Girls
Clubs to the Shawnee Boys & Girls
Club.  In order to renovate and operate
the Newburg, Parkland and Portland
Clubs, BGCK must secure significant
financial support from the community. 
After school activities 

BGCK offers its members a safe,
convenient and affordable place to
spend time after school and during
school breaks.  "Our youth are engaged
in activities and programs that enhance
their self-esteem and build life skills
which make them less likely to become
involved in costly and destructive
behavior," said Jennifer Helgeson,
BGCK President & CEO.  "They take
responsibility for their own actions,
encourage peers to do the same and act
as role models for younger boys and
girls."  Boys & Girls Clubs help youth

advance in three primary outcome areas:
academic success, healthy lifestyles and
good character and citizenship.  In 2010,
BGCK served 1,267 youth.  The cost for
parents to send their child to a Club is
$15 per year while the cost to BGCK for
one year of programming per child is
$800.

LG&E announced a $50,000 call-to-
action grant October 21 to support
BGCK's quest to re-open the former
Salvation Army Clubs. The Kroger
Company stepped up with a $50,000
donation, the Community Foundation of
Louisville awarded $20,000 to BGCK
through its Fund for Louisville and
Kindred Healthcare awarded $50,000 in
support of Club expansion.  Today the
Optimist Club of Louisville announced
a $15,000 gift.  The goal is to raise
$500,000 in 60 days. These gifts com-
bined with donations from individuals
bring the total raised to date to
$189,490.  

To join the call-to-action to support
displaced youth, call Boys & Girls
Clubs of Kentuckiana at (502) 585-5437
or visit www.bgckyana.org.  Gifts may
also be mailed to 1201 Story Avenue,
Suite 250, Louisville, KY  40206.
Indicate the donation is in support of
Club expansion.

About Boys & Girls Clubs of
Kentuckiana:

Boys & Girls Clubs of Kentuckiana
serves nearly 1,300 youth in three clubs
including clubs in the Shawnee neigh-
borhood in Louisville and in
Jeffersonville and New Albany, Indiana.
Their mission is to inspire and enable all
young people, especially those most in
need of our services, to realize and
develop their full potential as produc-
tive, responsible and caring citizens in a
global society.  

Boys & Girls Clubs of Kentuckiana
is a Metro United Way agency. 

During the 1st Quarter meeting at
Radcliff, Kentucky I had the opportuni-
ty, along with International Vice
President Sandy Cyphers and
Russellville-Logan County club mem-
ber Marie Gamble, to visit the Vine
Grove Optimist Haunted House. Let me
just say right off that we did not go
through the Haunted House until they
turned the lights on! In fact, it was scary
enough with the lights on! 

What an awesome project the opti-
mist club did in working with local
youth to put this on! It was amazing
what they have created to scare those
who are brave enough to enter;) It was
also awesome the number of youth that
help with and work at this project! 

Another excellent example of opti-
mists working with youth in the commu-
nity to bring out the best in kids….or
ghosts and goblins and all kinds of scary
things! 

Congratulations Vine Grove
Optimist and Vine Grove youth!

Club News (continued)

Louisville club supports 
Boys & Girls Clubs

Vine Grove Optimists
‘haunt’ house for kids

Marie Gamble trying to find out if this
guy is an optimist!

International VP Sandy and Governor
Judy and their Saturday night dates.
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