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Childhood Cancer Campaign
Project Story



Answer the following questions (typewritten) as detailed as possible, using
additional pages.

1. Give a description of the project.

A class of fifth grade students was guided in organizing and implementing a Childhood
Cancer Campaign at their school. To begin, the students researched the specific needs
children with cancer face. The students then set a goal for their campaign. They decided
that they wanted to help by donating money for research, providing money to an
organization to assist families while children were in therapy, and to provide a
scholarship to a child with cancer to Camp Quality summer camp.

The students then brainstormed ideas for the campaign. They discussed fundraising goals,
themes and incentives. With ideas and goals in mind, they met with their principal to get
approval to begin the campaign and to finalize details. It was decided that the campalgn
would run for seven days. Classes would begin collection on Thursday April 29" and end
May 8" A class goal of $40.00 and a school goal of $1200.00 were set. As a theme, the
students decided on the slogan “Change for a Change”. The first day of collection the
student body would be encouraged to bring any donation. Friday was designated as hat
day and students could wear a hat to school for a $.25 donation. The “Change for a
Change” events would begin the following week. Students would be asked to donate
different coins each day. Monday was penny day; Tuesday the students were to donate
nickels; Wednesday was designated for dimes and Thursday was quarter day. Friday
students could race to their goal by bringing in whatever they could. As incentives, it was
decided that every class that met their goal of $40.00 would receive Popsicles and the
class who raised the most money would be excused from one class period to play a
outside game of their choice with the sponsoring fifth grade class.

Once the framework for the campaign was approved, the students were assigned a class
to sponsor. The students wrote a persuasive letter to their assigned class to inform them
of the needs of children with cancer and to invite the class to participate in the Childhood
Cancer Campaign. When the invitation was accepted, the fifth grade students created
collection containers and goal posters for their assigned class. These were personally
delivered by the fifth grade student with an encouraging message.

During the campaign, the fifth grade students met daily with their assigned class to
collect donations, to encourage giving and praise the class’ success. After the first two
days of giving, the student had collected $1,158.24. As the campaign progressed, student
experiences with cancer emerged. A second grade teacher came to speak to the fifth
grade class. She had a message from one of her students for them. The second grader
wanted to thank this class for helping kids like her-kids with cancer. She was diagnosed
when she was 2 years old and she wanted her teacher to show the fifth graders pictures of
her with no hair so that they could see what cancer looked like. She also wanted the fifth
graders to know that she gave her allowance to help other kids. After visiting their
assigned classes, the fifth grade students returned with stories of giving. Students all over
the school were contributing birthday money and allowances. Many students asked their
parents and grandparents for matching donations so that they could help kids with cancer.
Together the elementary students raised $4,311.00 for the Childhood Cancer Campaign.



One thousand dollars was donated to Camp Quality to sponsor a Kentucky child to attend
summer camp. One thousand dollars was contributed to Kosair Charities in Louisville,
Kentucky to help with children’s needs while they are in the hospital or undergoing
therapies. The remaining $2,311.00 was given to OI Foundation for the research at Johns
Hopkins.
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. List specific goals for the project.

To involve youth in a community service project.

To raise funds for the Childhood Cancer Campaign

To educate youth about childhood cancer and cancer prevention

3. Why did your Club choose to do this project?

Our club chose this project because of the fifth grade class’ interest in raising money for
children with cancer. The teacher of this class is a cancer survivor and was a team leader
for Relay For Life. The students wanted to be involved in raising money for children with
cancer.

4. Explain the publicity/promotion plan for this project.
o Fliers and emails were sent to parents and staff.
» Fifth grade students wrote announcements for the school news program.

« Local paper published a feature article about the students and the success of the
campaign.

5. Please list the specific duties required for the project from planning to
completion. Include not only Club responsibilities but alse any other outside
organization participation.

« Club contacts the school to generate interest and provide information about the
Childhood Cancer Campaign.

« Club members work cooperatively with teacher to assist children in organizing the
campaign and provide needed information for research. This may include providing
web sites or scheduling guest speakers from health organizations.




























































