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President’s Corner

As [ write this, it is two days before Thanksgiving. Namrally, | personally have many reasons to
give thanks, most notably for Dennis, his children Aaron and Alice, and our extended family
and many friends. In keeping with the spirit of this yvear's Optimist International theme, “Give
me Five for the Kids”, | wanted to list five things for which [ am thankful as your club President
(in no particular order).

1.

My fellow officers and board members, They are what keep things running as smoothly
as they do, and it is certainly a team effort,

by committee chairmen, and the others behind the scenes who take on various tasks
and not only do them, but do them very well. Also, those folks who have stepped up
personally and given me assistance on things, even when it's not a particular event or
task, There are far too many to mention here, and I'd leave someone out, but I'm sure
you all know who you are,

Our wonderful District leadership, most notably Willie Lee, Ed Cardiff, lean Glore,
and David Prather. All of our District officers and committee chairs are outstanding,
but these are the people who have truly stepped up to help both me personally and our
club succeed in our efforts,

The Heartland Optimist Club and our own JOOI Club, Heartland is going to be a won-
derful addition to the District and our county, and we can be very proud of them. [ am
alzo thankful for the Frankfort Optimist Club for joining us in starting this new club,
and to Willie and David for taking point in the club's tormation. With our JOOIL Club,
we have a vibrant, excited group of young people that want to get involved in their
community, and I think we will see great things from them. T am thankful that Maria
Batistoni was able to spearhead getting this club going, and I think having them will
help to remind us of the heart and soul of this organization: bringing out the best in
kids.

Last but not least, [ am most thankful for each and every member of this club. Without
vou, none of what we do would be possible. Sure, the board and commitiee chairs plan
things and work out the business details, but it is the members that make things happen,
and help us to reach more kids.

| hope everyone has a wonderful holiday season. [ want to leave you with a challenge. I'd like to
have every one of us make a New Year's Resolution to become even more active in our club.
There are so many ways to do this; recruiting new members, participating in events, volunteer-
g for committees, ete. If you're not sure how to get involved, ask an officer or board member.

Even the maost active among us, I challenge you to become even more active, perhaps by helping

others to become active, Little things can mean a lot, and no effort is too small.

Happy Holidays!
- Jill Raylwirn







